Reading Progression
	
	Birth to Three
	Three and Four Year Olds
	Children in Reception
	Early Learning Goals

	Listening
	*Turn towards familiar sounds. They are also startled by loud noises and accurately locate the source of a familiar person’s voice, such as their key person or a parent.
*Gaze at faces, copying facial expressions and movements like sticking out their tongue. Make eye contact for longer periods.
* Watch someone’s face as they talk.
*Enjoy singing, music and toys that make sounds.
* Recognise and are calmed by a familiar and friendly voice.
*Listen and respond to a simple instruction.
*Understand single words in context – ‘cup’, ‘milk’, ‘daddy’.
*Understand frequently used words such as ‘all gone’, ‘no’ and ‘bye-bye’.
*Understand simple instructions like “give to nanny” or “stop”.
*Recognise and point to objects if asked about them.
*Listen to other people’s talk with interest but can easily be distracted by other things.
*Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures.
*Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described. For example: ‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’.
*Understand and act on longer sentences like ‘make teddy jump’ or ‘find your coat’.
*Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’).
	•Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.
*Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult.
•Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”.
*Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”
*Sing a large repertoire of songs.
*Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.
*Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’.
*Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can:
-spot and suggest rhymes
-count or clap syllables in a word
*recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother

	*Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.
*Learn new vocabulary.



	•Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions.


	Speaking
	*Copy what adults do, taking ‘turns’ in conversations (through babbling) and activities. Try to copy adult speech and lip movements.
*Make sounds to get attention in different ways (for example, crying when hungry or unhappy, making gurgling sounds, laughing, cooing or babbling).
* Babble, using sounds like ‘baba’, ‘mamama’.
*Use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate.
*Reach or point to something they want while making sounds.
*Copy your gestures and words.
*Constantly babble and use single words during play.
*Use intonation, pitch and changing volume when ‘talking’.
*Make themselves understood, and can become frustrated when they cannot.
*Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions.
*Start to develop conversation, often jumping from topic to topic.
*Use the speech sounds p, b, m, w.
*Pronounce:
· l/r/w/y
· s/sh/ch/dz/j f/th	
· - multi-syllabic words such as ‘banana’ and ‘computer’
	*Use a wider range of vocabulary.
*Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying:
-some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh
multisyllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’
*Use longer sentences of four to six words.
*Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions.
*Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.
*Use talk to organise themselves and their play: 
“Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.”
	*Use new vocabulary through the day.
*Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them
*Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.
*Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.
*Describe events in some detail.
*Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen.
*Develop social phrases.
*Use new vocabulary in different contexts.


	•Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding.
*Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.
*Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.
•Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced
vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.
*Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.
*Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non- fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.


	Reading
	*Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures.
	*Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.
*Sing a large repertoire of songs.
*Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.
*Understand the five key concepts about print:
-print has meaning
-print can have different purposes
-we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom
-the names of the different parts of a book
page sequencing
*Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.
	*Engage in story times.
*Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.
*Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words.
*Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.
*Learn rhymes, poems and songs.
*Engage in non-fiction books.
*Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
*Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.
*Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.
*Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them.
*Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme.
*Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words.
*Re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.


	•Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced
vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.
•Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.
•Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.
*Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non- fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.
•Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.
•Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.
*Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.


	Writing
	*Develop manipulation and control.

	*Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; writing ‘m’ for mummy.
*Write some or all of their name.
*Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.
*Show a preference for a dominant hand.
*Write some letters accurately.

	* Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently
*Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or
sitting on the floor.
*Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.
* Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.
*Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.
*Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.
*Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.


	•Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent
writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
•Use a range of small tools.
*Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
•Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
•Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.




	
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	


Decoding
	· apply phonic knowledge to decode words
· speedily read all 40+ letters/groups for 40+ phonemes
· read accurately by blending taught GPC
· read common exception words
· read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, etc.)
· read multisyllable words containing taught GPCs
· read contractions and understanding use of apostrophe
· read aloud phonically-decodable texts
	*secure phonic decoding until reading is fluent
*read accurately by blending, including alternative sounds for graphemes
*read multisyllable words containing these graphemes
*read common suffixes
*read exception words, noting unusual correspondances
*read most words quickly & accurately without overt sounding and blending
	*apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet
*read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word
	*apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet
*read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word
	*apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet
	*apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet

	
Range of Reading
	· listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently
· being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences
	*listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently
	*listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks
*reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes
	*listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks
*reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes
	*continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks
*reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes
*making comparisons within and across books
	*continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks
*reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes
*making comparisons within and across books

	
Familiarity with texts
	*becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics
*recognising and joining in with predictable phrases
	*becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales
*recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry
	*increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally
*identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books
	*increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally
*identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books
	*increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions
*identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
	*increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions
*identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing

	Poetry & Performance
	*learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart
	*continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear
	*preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action
*recognising some different forms of poetry
	*preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action
*recognising some different forms of poetry
	*learning a wider range of poetry by heart
preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
	*learning a wider range of poetry by heart
preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience

	
Word meanings
	*discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known
	*discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary
*discussing their favourite words and phrases
	*using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read
	*using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read
	
	

	

Understanding
	*drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher
*checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading
	*discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related
*drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher
*checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading
	*checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context
*asking questions to improve their understanding of a text
*identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these
	*checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context
*asking questions to improve their understanding of a text
*identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these
	* checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context
*asking questions to improve their understanding
*summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details to support the main ideas
	* checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context
*asking questions to improve their understanding
*summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details to support the main ideas

	
Inference
	*discussing the significance of the title and events
*making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done
	*making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done
*answering and asking questions
	*drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
	*drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
	*drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
	*drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

	Prediction
	*predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far
	*predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far
	*predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
	*predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
	*predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
	*predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

	Authorial Intent
	
	
	*discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
*identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning
	*discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
*identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning
	*identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
*discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader
	*identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
*discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader

	
Non-fiction
	
	*being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways
	*retrieve and record information from non-fiction
	*retrieve and record information from non-fiction
	*distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
*retrieve, record and present information from non- fiction
	*distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
*retrieve, record and present information from non- fiction

	

Discussing reading
	*participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say
*explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them
	*participate in discussion about books, poems & other works that are read to them & those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say
*explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves
	*participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say
	*participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say
	*recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices
*participate in discussions about books, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously
*explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, *provide reasoned justifications for their views
	*recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices
*participate in discussions about books, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously
*explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, *provide reasoned justifications for their views


	

