Hinguar Primary School Geography Curriculum Statement

“Without geography, you’re nowhere.” Jimmy Buffett

The intention of the Geography Curriculum at Hinguar Primary School is to inspire children’s curiosity and interest to explore the wonderful world that we live in, including its people, which aims to ignite a love of learning. We intend to equip our children with geographical skills to develop their knowledge through studying places, people and natural and human environments. This seeks to deepen their understanding of the Earth’s human and physical forms and processes. Geography, by nature, is an investigative subject. Through our teaching, we intend to provoke thought, questions and encourage our children to discover answers to their own questions through exploration and research which will enable them to gain a greater understanding and knowledge of the world and their place in it.

Intent

At Hinguar, we endeavour to ignite children’s curiosity about the world around them through our Geography curriculum. We are determined to, alongside geographical knowledge, ensure that there will be a high focus on the development of specific geographical skills. This ensures that children know more and remember more.

The teaching of geography in our school is intended to equip pupils to ask questions about the wider world around them, analyse evidence and statistics, think critically, and develop informed judgements so that they know more and remember more.

Geography is delivered as both a discrete subject and also cross curricular wherever possible links are exploited; particularly links with British values, our values-based learning and SMSC, but also STEM subjects. However, teachers make it explicit to the children that they are learning geographical skills and encourage them to think like ‘geographers.’ Pupils are encouraged to develop their skills such as map and compass reading, collecting and analysing data as evidence and communicating geographical information in a variety of ways.

Implementation

Our Geography curriculum covers the skills outlined in the National Curriculum through broad, challenging and inspiring themes. During lessons children are exposed to Geography specific vocabulary and taught these through repetition and meaningful use. Opportunities are planned to study various countries around the world and compare them to one another to deepen children’s understanding. Dictionaries, atlases and topic specific literature are available constantly so that children have access to key language and meanings, to help them understand and readily apply this knowledge to their written, mathematical and verbal communication skills, in a purposeful context. All new learning and skills are introduced in small steps with specific guided practice and opportunity for children to have a period of supported practice.

Presentations on the IWB and displays specific to geography themes are used in lessons to highlight key knowledge and vocabulary, as well as to recap and reinforce previously taught vocabulary. Both fiction and non-fiction texts are used to develop children’s geographical understanding and links to cross curricular work. Books are displayed under working walls for children access when applicable and a range of non-fiction texts are available in reading areas.

Individual sessions are planned to inspire, engage and challenge pupils in response to their needs. Children are given a wide variety of experiences both in the classroom and out. We encourage children to understand the importance of outdoor learning in order to build a natural curiosity about the world they live in and how it works around them.

Year group medium term plans ensure coverage of both the required knowledge and the subject specific skills. Progression is planned in knowledge, skills and vocabulary so that pupils by the end of year 6 have the cultural capital to be successful in Geography in their secondary school. The progression grid carefully builds on prior learning so that children can make sense of the subject. Progression also allows for sensible cross curricular links to be made.  

Impact

· As children progress throughout the school, they will develop and retain a deep knowledge, understanding and appreciation of their local area and its place within the wider geographical context.
· Children will have developed the geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate and understand the world around them, their place in it and how it has been shaped by physical and human Geography.
· By the end of Year 6, Children’s geographical knowledge and skills will not only to enable them to meet the requirements of the primary National Curriculum but also to prepare them to become competent geographers in secondary education.
· Outcomes in topic and literacy books, evidence a broad and balanced geography curriculum and demonstrate children’s acquisition of identified key knowledge. 
· Geography is monitored by the subject leader throughout all year groups using a variety of strategies such as book scrutinises, lesson observations, staff discussions and pupil interviews.  Feedback is given to teachers and leaders use the information to see if the children know more and remember more.




