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HEADLICE POLICY
Responsible members of Staff

Mrs. A. Waite (Headteacher)

Our Healthy School Co-ordinator is Mrs. A. Waite.

Mrs. C. Hamblin – School Office Team Leader 
              This policy was approved by Governors Spring Term 2020 
The school has nominated Lisa Cummings-Office Manager as the head lice co-ordinator. She is the contact person for staff and parents dealing with head lice issues. The head lice co-ordinator is responsible for the dissemination of head lice information and following up head lice concerns.
“Hinguar Primary School and Nursery is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of its’ children and expects all staff, parents, governors and volunteers to share this commitment”.
The aim of the policy is to ensure a consistent and co-ordinated approach to managing head lice in the school community. To raise awareness and in partnership with parents, staff and school nurse to ensure that our school is a head lice free learning environment.
Roles and Responsibilities

The School’s Responsibility is:

· To develop, implement and maintain a head lice management policy.
· To ensure that parents and staff are aware of the school head lice policy, and that parents are provided with a copy of the Head Lice Fact Sheet at regular times in the year and on request

The School Nurse role is: 

· To provide information, advice and education to parents and their school community about head lice management
· To provide additional advice for families experiencing persistent head lice infestation
The Parents’ Responsibilities are:

· To learn about head lice infestation and management by reading the Head Lice Fact Sheet.
· To regularly check their child’s hair for head lice infestation 
· To treat their child’s hair immediately if the child has head lice.

· To inform the school immediately if their child has a head lice infestation, and to confirm that treatment of their child’s hair has commenced

· To ensure that if their child has long hair it is tied back to reduce transfer. 
How head lice information is disseminated

The school takes the following steps to ensure that accurate up-to-date head lice treatment advice is provided to the school community.

· The Head Lice Fact Sheet is displayed and available.
· Head lice information is included in the enrolment pack/prospectus. 
· Reference to our head lice policy is made regularly in our newsletter
What happens when a pupil is found to have live head lice at school

The school undertakes the following steps to ensure that a clearly defined process is followed when a pupil is found to have live head lice.
Contacting child’s parent

· The school office rings the parent of the child to inform them of the head lice and asks the parent to begin the treatment on the same day. 

· Once treatment has commenced, the child with head lice should be sent back to school. Parents are reminded that treatment must be completed over the 14-day period.

· If a child returns to school and there is evidence that treatment has not been started then the parent of the child will be asked if they are experiencing any difficulty treating their child. If parents have no particular difficulty, then they are reminded of their responsibility to their child and to the school community 

Communicating with parents to raise awareness

· Parents are informed in a letter, when a head lice infestation has been found, or has been reported in their child’s class, asking them to check their child’s hair carefully and recommends the wet combing with hair conditioner method.

· If parents have been informed that head lice have been identified in their child’s class and on inspecting their child no live head lice can be found, there is no need to consider applying head lice treatments.
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